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RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: SERGEANT FIRST CLASS (RANK AT TIME OF ACTION: STAFF SERGEANT)
CONFLICT/ERA: VIETNAM WAR
UNIT/COMMAND: BATTERY A, 2D BATTALION, 320TH ARTILLERY, 101ST AIRBORNE (AIRMOBILE)
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: OCTOBER 15, 1967
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: TAM KY, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

Webster Anderson

CITATION
Sfc. Anderson (then S/Sgt.) distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action while 
serving as chief of section in Battery A, against a hostile force. During the early morning hours Battery A’s 
defensive position was attacked by a determined North Vietnamese Army infantry unit supported by heavy 
mortar, recoilless-rifle, rocket-propelled-grenade and automatic-weapons fire. The initial enemy onslaught 
breached the battery defensive perimeter. Sfc. Anderson, with complete disregard for his personal safety, 
mounted the exposed parapet of his howitzer position and became the mainstay of the defense of the bat-
tery position. Sfc. Anderson directed devastating direct howitzer fire on the assaulting enemy while provid-
ing rifle and grenade defensive fire against enemy soldiers attempting to overrun his gun section position. 
While protecting his crew and directing their fire against the enemy from his exposed position, two enemy 
grenades exploded at his feet knocking him dow and severely wounding him in the legs. Despite the excru-
ciating pain and though not able to stand, Sfc. Anderson valorously propped himself on the parapet and 
continued to direct howitzer fire upon the closing enemy and to encourage his men to fight on. Seeing an 
enemy grenade land within the gun pit near a wounded member of his gun crew, Sfc. Anderson heedless of 
his own safety, seized the grenade and attempted to throw it over the parapet to save his men. As the gre-
nade was thrown from the position it exploded and Sfc. Anderson was again grievously wounded. Although 
only partially conscious and severely wounded, Sfc. Anderson refused medical evacuation and continued 
to encourage his men in the defense of the position. Sfc. Anderson, by his inspirational leadership, profes-
sionalism, devotion to duty, and complete disregard for his welfare, was able to maintain the defense of his 
section position and to defeat a determined attack. Sfc. Anderson’s gallantry and extraordinary heroism at 
the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty are in the highest traditions of the military service and 
reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the U.S. Army.        

ACCREDITED TO: WINNSBORO, FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: NOVEMBER 24, 1969.THE WHITE HOUSE,
                                                               PRESENTED BY PRES. RICHARD M. NIXON
BORN: JULY 15, 1933, WINNSBORO, FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: AUGUST 30, 2003, WINNSBORO, SC, UNITED STATES
BURIED: BLACKJACK BAPTIST CHURCH CEMETERY (MH), WINNSBORO, SC, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

Thomas Eugene “Gene” Atkins

CITATION
He fought gallantly on the Villa Verde Trail, Luzon, Philippine Islands. With two companions he occupied 
a position on a ridge outside the perimeter defense established by the 1st Platoon on a high hill. At about 
0300 hours, two companies of Japanese attacked with rifle and machine-gun fire, grenades, TNT charges 
and land mines, severely wounding Pfc. Atkins and killing his two companions. Despite the intense hostile 
fire and pain from his deep wound, he held his ground and returned heavy fire. After the attack was re-
pulsed, he remained in his precarious position to repel any subsequent assaults instead of returning to the 
American lines for medical treatment. An enemy machine gun, set up within 20 yards of his foxhole, vain-
ly attempted to drive him off or silence his gun. The Japanese repeatedly made fierce attacks, but for four 
hours Pfc. Atkins determinedly remained in his foxhole, bearing the brunt of each assault and maintaining 
steady and accurate fire until each charge was repulsed. At 7:00 A.M., 13 enemy dead lay in front of his 
position; he had fired 400 rounds, all he and his two dead companions possessed, and had used three rifles 
until each had jammed too badly for further operation. He withdrew during a lull to secure a rifle and more 
ammunition, and was persuaded to remain for medical treatment. While waiting, he saw a Japanese within 
the perimeter and, seizing a nearby rifle, killed him. A few minutes later, while lying on a litter, he discov-
ered an enemy group moving up behind the platoon’s lines. Despite his severe wounds he sat up, delivered 
heavy rifle fire against the group, and forced them to withdraw. Pfc. Atkins’ superb bravery and his fear-
less determination to hold his post against the main force of repeated enemy attacks, even though painfully 
wounded, were major factors in enabling his comrades to maintain their lines against a numerically supe-
rior enemy force.

ACCREDITED TO: CAMPOBELLO, SPARTANBURG COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: OCTOBER 12, 1945 THE WHITE HOUSE, 
                                                               PRESENTED BY PRES. HARRY S. TRUMAN
BORN: FEBRUARY 5, 1921, CAMPOBELLO, SPARTANBURG COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: SEPTEMBER 15, 1999, INMAN, SC, UNITED STATES
BURIED: FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH CEMETERY (MH), INMAN, SC, UNITED STATES

RANK: PRIVATE FIRST CLASS
CONFLICT/ERA: WORLD WAR II
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY A, 127TH INFANTRY, 32D INFANTRY DIVISION
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: MARCH 10, 1945
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: VILLA VERDE TRAIL, LUZON, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: PRIVATE FIRST CLASS
CONFLICT/ERA: KOREAN WAR
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY K, 17TH INFANTRY REGIMENT, 7TH INFANTRY DIVISION
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: JUNE 4, 1953
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: SOKKOGAE, KOREA

Charles H. Barker

CITATION

SPfc. Barker, a member of Company K, distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and indomitable 
courage above and beyond the call of duty in action against the enemy. While participating in a combat 
patrol engaged in screening an approach to “Pork-Chop Outpost,” Pfc. Barker and his companions sur-
prised and engaged an enemy group digging emplacements on the slope. Totally unprepared, the hostile 
troops sought cover. After ordering Pfc. Barker and a comrade to lay down a base of fire, the patrol leader 
maneuvered the remainder of the platoon to a vantage point on higher ground. Pfc. Barker moved to an 
open area firing his rifle and hurling grenades on the hostile positions. As enemy action increased in volume 
and intensity, mortar bursts fell on friendly positions, ammunition was in critical supply, and the platoon 
was ordered to withdraw into a perimeter defense preparatory to moving back to the outpost. Voluntari-
ly electing to cover the retrograde movement, he gallantly maintained a defense and was last seen in close 
hand-to-hand combat with the enemy. Pfc. Barker’s unflinching courage, consummate devotion to duty, 
and supreme sacrifice enabled the patrol to complete the mission and effect an orderly withdrawal to friend-
ly lines, reflecting lasting glory upon himself and upholding the highest traditions of the military service.

ACCREDITED TO: PICKENS COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDTED POSTHUMOUSLY: YES
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: MAY 17, 1955 PARADE GROUNDS, FT. MEYER, VIRGINIA,        
               PRESENTED BY SEC. OF THE ARMY ROBERT T. STEVENS TO HIS FATHER, 
               NORRIS H. BARKER
BORN: APRIL 12, 1935, PICKENS COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: JUNE 4, 1953, KOREA
BURIED: NATIONAL MEMORIAL CEMETERY OF THE PACIFIC (PUNCHBOWL) (WALL OF THE
                 MISSING), HONOLULU, HI, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: CONTRABAND
CONFLICT/ERA: U.S. CIVIL WAR
UNIT/COMMAND: U.S. STEAM GUNBOAT MARBLEHEAD
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. NAVY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: DECEMBER 25, 1863
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: OFF LEGAREVILLE, STONO RIVER, JOHN’S ISLAND,                                                                                              
SOUTH CAROLINA, USA

Robert Blake

CITATION

On board the U.S. Steam Gunboat Marblehead off Legareville, Stono River, 25 December 1863, in an en-
gagement with the enemy on John’s Island. Serving the rifle gun, Blake, an escaped slave, carried out his 
duties bravely throughout the engagement, which resulted in the enemy’s abandonment of positions, leav-
ing a caisson and one gun behind.

ACCREDITED TO: PORT ROYAL, CAROLINE COUNTY, VIRGINIA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
BORN:  SC, UNITED STATES
DIED:



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: LANCE CORPORAL (HIGHEST RANK: CORPORAL)
CONFLICT/ERA: WAR ON TERRORISM (AFGHANISTAN)
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY F, 2D BATTALION, 9TH MARINES, REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAM 1, 
1ST MARINE DIVISION (FORWARD), 1 MARINE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE (FORWARD)
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. MARINE CORPS
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: NOVEMBER 21, 2010
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: MARJAH DISTRICT, HELMAND PROVINCE, AFGHANISTAN

William Kyle Carpenter

CITATION

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while serv-
ing as an Automatic Rifleman with Company F, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines, Regimental Combat Team 1, 
1st Marine Division (Forward), 1 Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward), in Helmand Province, Afghan-
istan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom on 21 November 2010. Lance Corporal Carpenter was a 
member of a platoon-sized coalition force, comprised of two reinforced Marine squads partnered with an 
Afghan National Army squad. The platoon had established Patrol Base Dakota two days earlier in a small 
village in the Marjah District in order to disrupt enemy activity and provide security for the local Afghan 
population. Lance Corporal Carpenter and a fellow Marine were manning a rooftop security position on 
the perimeter of Patrol Base Dakota when the enemy initiated a daylight attack with hand grenades, one of 
which landed inside their sandbagged position. Without hesitation, and with complete disregard for his own 
safety, Lance Corporal Carpenter moved toward the grenade in an attempt to shield his fellow Marine from 
the deadly blast. When the grenade detonated, his body absorbed the brunt of the blast, severely wounding 
him, but saving the life of his fellow Marine. By his undaunted courage, bold fighting spirit, and unwaver-
ing devotion to duty in the face of almost certain death, Lance Corporal Carpenter reflected great credit 
upon himself and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

ACCREDITED TO: FORT JACKSON, RICHLAND COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: JUNE 19, 2014  THE WHITE HOUSE BY PRESIDENT 
                                                               BARACK OBAMA
BORN: OCTOBER 17, 1989, FLOWOOD, RANKIN COUNTY, MS, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: FIRST LIEUTENANT (HIGHEST RANK: LIEUTENANT GENERAL SCARNG)
CONFLICT/ERA: WORLD WAR I
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY G, 118TH INFANTRY, 
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: OCTOBER 8, 1918
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: NEAR MONTBREHAIN, FRANCE

James C. Dozier

CITATION

In command of two platoons, 1st Lt. Dozier was painfully wounded in the shoulder early in the attack, but 
he continued to lead his men, displaying the highest bravery and skill. When his command was held up by 
heavy machine-gun fire, he disposed his men in the best cover available and with a soldier continued for-
ward to attack a machine-gun nest. Creeping up to the position in the face of intense fire, he killed the en-
tire crew with hand grenades and his pistol and a little later captured a number of Germans who had taken 
refuge in a dugout nearby.

ACCREDITED TO: ROCK HILL, YORK COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: JANUARY 21, 1919  SOUTHWEST OF TEILLE, FRANCE, 
                                                               PRESENTED BY GEN. JOHN J. PERSHING
BORN: FEBRUARY 17, 1885, GALIVANTS FERRY, HORRY COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: OCTOBER 24, 1974, COLUMBIA, SC, UNITED STATES
BURIED: ELMWOOD CEMETERY (MH) (210-4) , COLUMBIA, SC, UNITED STATES
LOCATION OF MEDAL: SOUTH CAROLINA MILITARY MUSEUM, COLUMBIA, SC



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: SURGEON
CONFLICT/ERA: MEXICAN CAMPAIGN (VERA CRUZ)
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. NAVY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: APRIL 21, 1914
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: VERA CRUZ, MEXICO

Middleton Stuart Elliott

CITATION

For distinguished conduct in battle, engagements of Vera Cruz, 21-22 April 1914. Surg. Elliott was em-
inent and conspicuous in the efficient establishment and operation of the base hospital, and in his cool 
judgment and courage in supervising first-aid stations on the firing line and removing the wounded.

ACCREDITED TO: SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
BORN: OCTOBER 16, 1872, BEAUFORD, BEAUFORD COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: OCTOBER 29, 1952, LONG BEACH, CA, UNITED STATES
BURIED: FORT ROSECRANS NATIONAL CEMETERY (MH) (P-2628), SAN DIEGO,        
                 CA, UNITED STATES
LOCATION OF MEDAL: CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR SOCIETY,
                                          MT. PLEASANT, SC



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: BOILERMAKER
CONFLICT/ERA: INTERIM 1899 - 1910
UNIT/COMMAND:  U.S.S. IOWA
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. NAVY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: JANUARY 25, 1905
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: U.S.S. IOWA AT SEA, CARIBBEAN SEA

Edward Floyd

CITATION

For distinguished conduct in battle, engagements of Vera Cruz, 21-22 April 1914. Surg. Elliott was em-
inent and conspicuous in the efficient establishment and operation of the base hospital, and in his cool 
judgment and courage in supervising first-aid stations on the firing line and removing the wounded.

ACCREDITED TO: SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
BORN: FEBRUARY 21, 1850, IRELAND
DIED: JANUARY 16, 1923
BURIED: ST. LAWRENCE CEMETERY (MH) (5-1-101-58), CHARLESTON, SC, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: SERGEANT
CONFLICT/ERA: WORLD WAR I
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY F, 118TH INFANTRY, 30TH DIVISION
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: OCTOBER 8, 1918
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: NEAR MONTBREHAIN, FRANCE

Gary Evans Foster

CITATION

When his company was held up by violent machine-gun fire from a sunken road, Sgt. Foster with an offi-
cer went forward to attack the hostile machine-gun nests. The officer was wounded, but Sgt. Foster con-
tinued on alone in the face of the heavy fire and by effective use of hand grenades and his pistol killed sev-
eral of the enemy and captured 18.

ACCREDITED TO: INMAN, SPARTANBURG COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
BORN: NOVEMBER 6, 1894, SPARTANBURG, SPARTANBURG COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: JULY 22, 1951, SPARTANBURG, SC, UNITED STATES
BURIED: NEW PROSPECT CEMETERY (PM), BOILING SPRINGS, SC, UNITED STATES
LOCATION OF MEDAL: SPARTANBURG COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION,
                                          SPARTANBURG, SC 



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: FIRST LIEUTENANT (HIGHEST RANK: BRIGADIER GENERAL)
CONFLICT/ERA: INDIAN CAMPAIGNS
UNIT/COMMAND: 7TH U.S. CAVALRY
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: DECEMBER 29, 1890
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: WOUNDED KNEE CREEK, SOUTH DAKOTA, USA

Ernest Albert Garlington

CITATION

Distinguished gallantry.

ACCREDITED TO: ATHENS, CLARKE COUNTY, GEORGIA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: SEPTEMBER 26, 1893
BORN: FEBRUARY 20, 1853, NEWBERRY HILL, NEWBERRY COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: OCTOBER 16, 1934, CA, UNITED STATES
BURIED: ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY (3-1735-B), ARLINGTON, VA, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: SERGEANT
CONFLICT/ERA: WORLD WAR I
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY G, 118TH INFANTRY, 30TH DIVISION
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: OCTOBER 8, 1918
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: NEAR MONTBREHAIN, FRANCE

Thomas Lee Hall

CITATION

Having overcome two machine-gun nests under his skillful leadership, Sgt. Hall’s platoon was stopped 
800 yards from its final objective by machine-gun fire of particular intensity. Ordering his men to take 
cover in a sunken road, he advanced alone on the enemy machine-gun post and killed five members of the 
crew with his bayonet and thereby made possible the further advance of the line. While attacking another 
machine-gun nest later in the day this gallant soldier was mortally wounded.

ACCREDITED TO: FORT MILL, YORK COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: YES
BORN: 1893, FORT MILL, YORK COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: OCTOBER 8, 1918, FRANCE
BURIED: UNITY CEMETERY (MH), FORT MILL, SC, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: CORPORAL
CONFLICT/ERA: WORLD WAR I
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY I, 118TH INFANTRY, 30TH DIVSION
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: OCTOBER 12, 1918
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: VAUX-ANDIGNY, FRANCE

James Davidson Heriot

CITATION

Cpl. Heriot, with four other soldiers, organized a combat group and attacked an enemy machine-gun nest 
which had been inflicting heavy casualties on his company. In the advance two of his men were killed, 
and because of the heavy fire from all sides the remaining two sought shelter. Unmindful of the hazard 
attached to his mission, Cpl. Heriot, with fixed bayonet, alone charged the machine gun, making his way 
through the fire for a distance of 30 yards and forcing the enemy to surrender. During this exploit he re-
ceived several wounds in the arm, and later in the same day, while charging another nest, he was killed.

ACCREDITED TO: PROVIDENCE, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: YES
BORN: NOVEMBER 2, 1890, PROVIDENCE, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: OCTOBER 12, 1918, FRANCE
BURIED: REMBERT METHODIST CHURCH CEMETERY (PM), WOODROW, SC, UNITED STATES
LOCATION OF MEDAL: UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA - SOUTH CAROLINA CONFEDERATE
                                           RELIC ROOM & MILITARY MUSEUM, COLUMBIA, SC 



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: SERGEANT
CONFLICT/ERA: WORLD WAR I
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY M, 118TH INFANTRY, 30TH DIVISION
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: OCTOBER 11, 1918
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: BRANCOURT, FRANCE

Richmond Hobson Hilton

While Sgt. Hilton’s company was advancing through the village of Brancourt it was held up by intense 
enfilading fire from a machine gun. Discovering that this fire came from a machine-gun nest among shell 
holes at the edge of the town, Sgt. Hilton, accompanied by a few other soldiers, but well in advance of 
them, pressed on toward this position, firing with his rifle until his ammunition was exhausted, and then 
with his pistol, killing six of the enemy and capturing 10. In the course of this daring exploit he received a 
wound from a bursting shell, which resulted in the loss of his arm.

ACCREDITED TO: WESTVILLE, KERSHAW COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
BORN: OCTOBER 8, 1896, WESTVILLE, KERSHAW COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: AUGUST 13, 1933, LAKE MURRAY, SC, UNITED STATES
BURIED: QUAKER CEMETERY (PM) (14-15), CAMDEN, SC, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: STAFF SERGEANT (RANK AT TIME OF ACTION: SERGEANT)
CONFLICT/ERA: VIETNAM WAR
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY A, 1ST BATTALION (AIRBORNE), 506TH INFANTRY,  
                                101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION (AIRMOBILE)
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: FEBRUARY 21, 1968
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: NEAR HUE, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

Joe Ronnie Hooper

CITATION
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. S/Sgt. (then 
Sgt.) Hooper, U.S. Army, distinguished himself while serving as squad leader with Company D. Company D was as-
saulting a heavily defended enemy position along a river bank when it encountered a withering hail of fire from rock-
ets, machine guns, and automatic weapons. S/Sgt. Hooper rallied several men and stormed across the river, overrun-
ning several bunkers on the opposite shore. Thus inspired, the rest of the company moved to the attack. With utter 
disregard for his own safety, he moved out under the intense fire again and pulled back the wounded, moving them to 
safety. During this act S/Sgt. Hooper was seriously wounded, but he refused medical aid and returned to his men. With 
the relentless enemy fire disrupting the attack, he single-handedly stormed three enemy bunkers, destroying them with 
hand grenades and rifle fire, and shot two enemy soldiers who had attacked and wounded the chaplain. Leading his 
men forward in a sweep of the area, S/Sgt. Hooper destroyed three buildings housing enemy riflemen. At this point he 
was attacked by a North Vietnamese officer whom he fatally wounded with his bayonet. Finding his men under heavy 
fire from a house to the front, he proceeded alone to the building, killing its occupants with rifle fire and grenades. By 
now his initial body wound had been compounded by grenade fragments, yet despite the multiple wounds and loss of 
blood, he continued to lead his men against the intense enemy fire. As his squad reached the final line of enemy resis-
tance, it received devastating fire from four bunkers in line on its left flank. S/Sgt. Hooper gathered several hand gre-
nades and raced down a small trench which ran the length of the bunker line, tossing grenades into each bunker as 
he passed by, killing all but two of the occupants. With these positions destroyed, he concentrated on the last bunkers 
facing his men, destroying the first with an incendiary grenade and neutralizing two more by rifle fire. He then raced 
across an open field, still under enemy fire, to rescue a wounded man who was trapped in a trench. Upon reaching the 
man, he was faced by an armed enemy soldier whom he killed with a pistol. Moving his comrade to safety and return-
ing to his men, he neutralized the final pocket of enemy resistance by fatally wounding three North Vietnamese officers 
with rifle fire. S/Sgt. Hooper then established a final line and reorganized his men, not accepting treatment until this 
was accomplished and not consenting to evacuation until the following morning. His supreme valor, inspiring leader-
ship, and heroic self-sacrifice were directly responsible for the company’s success and provided a lasting example in 
personal courage for every man on the field. S/Sgt. Hooper’s actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
military service and reflect great credit upon himself and the U.S. Army.

ACCREDITED TO: LOS ANGELES, LOS ANGELES COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: MARCH 7, 1969 THE WHITE HOUSE, PRESENTED BY 
                                                               PRES. RICHARD M. NIXON
BORN: AUGUST 8, 1938, PIEDMONT, GREENVILLE COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: MAY 6, 1979, LOUISVILLE, KY, UNITED STATES
BURIED: ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY (MH) (46-656-17), ARLINGTON, VA, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: LANCE CORPORAL
CONFLICT/ERA: VIETNAM WAR
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY I, 3D BATTALION, 7TH MARINES, 1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN) FMF
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. MARINE CORPS
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: MAY 6, 1970
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

James Donnie Howe

CITATION

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while 
serving as a rifleman with Company I, during operations against enemy forces. In the early morning hours 
L/Cpl. Howe and two other marines were occupying a defensive position in a sandy beach area fronted by 
bamboo thickets. Enemy sappers suddenly launched a grenade attack against the position, utilizing the 
cover of darkness to carry out their assault. Following the initial explosions of the grenades, L/Cpl. Howe 
and his two comrades moved to a more advantageous position in order to return suppressive fire. When an 
enemy grenade landed in their midst, L/Cpl. Howe immediately shouted a warning and then threw himself 
upon the deadly missile, thereby protecting the lives of the fellow marines. His heroic and selfless action was 
in keeping with the finest traditions of the Marine Corps and of the U.S. Naval Service. He valiantly gave 
his life in the service of his country.

ACCREDITED TO: FORT JACKSON, RICHLAND COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: YES
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: SEPTEMBER 15, 1971 THE WHITE HOUSE, PRESENTED
                                                               BY VICE PRES. SPIRO T. AGNEW TO HIS FAMILY  
BORN: DECEMBER 17, 1948, SIX MILE, PICKENS COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: MAY 6, 1970, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
BURIED: LIBERTY MEMORIAL GARDENS CEMETERY (MH), LIBERTY, SC, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: PRIVATE FIRST CLASS
CONFLICT/ERA: VIETNAM WAR
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY A, 1ST RECONNAISSANCE BATTALION, 1ST MARINE DIVISION
                                (REIN) FMF
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. MARINE CORPS
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: MARCH 5, 1968
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: HILL-146, NEAR QUAN DUC VALLEY,
                                                                  REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

Ralph Henry Johnson

CITATION

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while 
serving as a reconnaissance scout with Company A, in action against the North Vietnamese Army and Viet 
Cong forces. In the early morning hours during Operation Rock, Pfc. Johnson was a member of a 15-man 
reconnaissance patrol manning an observation post on Hill 146 overlooking the Quan Duc Valley deep in 
enemy-controlled territory. They were attacked by a platoon-size hostile force employing automatic weap-
ons, satchel charges, and hand grenades. Suddenly, a hand grenade landed in the three-man fighting hole 
occupied by Pfc. Johnson and two fellow marines. Realizing the inherent danger to his two comrades, he 
shouted a warning and unhesitatingly hurled himself on the explosive device. When the grenade exploded, 
Pfc. Johnson absorbed the tremendous impact of the blast and was killed instantly. His prompt and heroic 
act saved the life of one marine at the cost of his life and undoubtedly prevented the enemy from penetrat-
ing his sector of the patrol’s perimeter. Pfc. Johnson’s courage, inspiring valor, and selfless devotion to duty 
were in keeping with the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the U.S. Naval Service. He gallantly 
gave his life for his country.

ACCREDITED TO: OAKLAND, ALAMEDA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: YES
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: APRIL 20, 1970 THE WHITE HOUSE, PRESENTED BY
                                                               VICE PRES. SPIRO T. AGNEW TO HIS FAMILY
BORN: JANUARY 11, 1949, CHARLESTON, CHARLESTON COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: MARCH 5, 1968, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
BURIED: BEAUFORT NATIONAL CEMETERY (MH) (B-21), BEAUFORT, SC, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: SECOND LIEUTENANT (HIGHEST RANK: BRIGADIER GENERAL)
CONFLICT/ERA: PHILIPPINE INSURRECTION UNIT/COMMAND: 6TH U.S. CAVALRY
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: JULY 4, 1909
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: PATIAN ISLAND, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS

John Thomas Kennedy

CITATION

While in action against hostile Moros, he entered with a few enlisted men the mouth of a cave occupied by 
a desperate enemy, this act having been ordered after he had volunteered several times. In this action 2d 
Lt. Kennedy was severely wounded.

ACCREDITED TO: ORANGEBURG, ORANGEBURG COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: NOVEMBER 23, 1912 PRESENTED BY
                                                               PRES. WILLIAM H. TAFT
BORN: JULY 22, 1885, HENDERSONVILLE, COLLETON COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: SEPTEMBER 26, 1969, COLUMBIA, SC, UNITED STATES
BURIED: ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY (7-10076), ARLINGTON, VA, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: STAFF SERGEANT
CONFLICT/ERA: KOREAN WAR
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY E, 2D BATTALION, 7TH MARINES, 1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN)
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. MARINE CORPS
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: NOVEMBER 27, 1950
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: NORTH OF YUDAM-NI, KOREA

Robert Sidney Kennemore

CITATION

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty as lead-
er of a machine-gun section in Company E, in action against enemy aggressor forces. With the company’s 
defensive perimeter overrun by a numerically superior hostile force during a savage night attack north 
of Yudam-ni and his platoon commander seriously wounded, S/Sgt. Kennemore unhesitatingly assumed 
command, quickly reorganized the unit and directed the men in consolidating the position. When an en-
emy grenade landed in the midst of a machine-gun squad, he bravely placed his foot on the missile and, 
in the face of almost certain death, personally absorbed the full force of the explosion to prevent injury to 
his fellow marines. By his indomitable courage, outstanding leadership, and selfless efforts in behalf of his 
comrades, S/Sgt. Kennemore was greatly instrumental in driving the enemy from the area and upheld the 
highest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service.

ACCREDITED TO: GREENVILLE, GREENVILLE COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: NOVEMBER 24, 1952  THE WHITE HOUSE,
                                                               PRESENTED BY PRES. HARRY S. TRUMAN
BORN: JUNE 21, 1920, GREENVILLE, GREENVILLE COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: APRIL 26, 1989, OXNARD, CA, UNITED STATES
BURIED: SAN FRANCISCO NATIONAL CEMETERY (MH) (H-CA-404),
                 SAN FRANCISCO, CA, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: PRIVATE FIRST CLASS
CONFLICT/ERA: KOREAN WAR
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY F, 7TH INFANTRY REGIMENT, 3D INFANTRY DIVISION
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: NOVEMBER 23, 1951
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: NEAR KOWANG-SAN, KOREA

Noah Odell Knight

CITATION

Pfc. Knight, a member of Company F, distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and indomitable 
courage above and beyond the call of duty in action against the enemy. He occupied a key position in the de-
fense perimeter when waves of enemy troops passed through their own artillery and mortar concentrations 
and charged the company position. Two direct hits from an enemy emplacement demolished his bunker 
and wounded him. Disregarding personal safety, he moved to a shallow depression for a better firing van-
tage. Unable to deliver effective fire from his defilade position, he left his shelter, moved through heavy fire 
in full view of the enemy and, firing into the ranks of the relentless assailants, inflicted numerous casualties, 
momentarily stemming the attack. Later during another vicious onslaught, he observed an enemy squad 
infiltrating the position and, counterattacking, killed or wounded the entire group. Expending the last of 
his ammunition, he discovered three enemy soldiers entering the friendly position with demolition charges. 
Realizing the explosives would enable the enemy to exploit the breach, he fearlessly rushed forward and 
disabled two assailants with the butt of his rifle when the third exploded a demolition charge killing the 
three enemy soldiers and mortally wounding Pfc. Knight. Pfc. Knight’s supreme sacrifice and consummate 
devotion to duty reflect lasting glory on himself and uphold the noble traditions of the military service.

ACCREDITED TO: JEFFERSON, CHESTERFIELD COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: YES
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: JANUARY 7, 1953  THE PENTAGON, PRESENTED BY
                                                               SEC. OF THE ARMY FRANK C. PACE TO HIS FAMILY
BORN: OCTOBER 29, 1929, CHESTERFIELD COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: NOVEMBER 24, 1951, KOREA
BURIED: UNION HILL BAPTIST CHURCH (MH), PAGELAND, SC, UNITED STATES
LOCATION OF MEDAL: FORT JACKSON MUSEUM, FORT JACKSON, SC



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: CAPTAIN (HIGHEST RANK: MAJOR GENERAL)
CONFLICT/ERA: VIETNAM WAR
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY E, 2D BATTALION, 4TH MARINES,
                                9TH MARINE AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADE
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. MARINE CORPS
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: MAY 2, 1968
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: DAI DO, QUANG TRI PROVINCE, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

James Everett Livingston

CITATION 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while 
serving as Commanding Officer, Company E, in action against enemy forces. Company E launched a deter-
mined assault on the heavily fortified village of Dai Do, which had been seized by the enemy on the preced-
ing evening isolating a marine company from the remainder of the battalion. Skillfully employing screen-
ing agents, Capt. Livingston maneuvered his men to assault positions across 500 meters of dangerous open 
rice paddy while under intense enemy fire. Ignoring hostile rounds impacting near him, he fearlessly led his 
men in a savage assault against enemy emplacements within the village. While adjusting supporting arms 
fire, Capt. Livingston moved to the points of heaviest resistance, shouting words of encouragement to his 
marines, directing their fire, and spurring the dwindling momentum of the attack on repeated occasions. 
Although twice painfully wounded by grenade fragments, he refused medical treatment and courageously 
led his men in the destruction of over 100 mutually supporting bunkers, driving the remaining enemy from 
their positions and relieving the pressure on the stranded marine company. As the two companies consoli-
dated positions and evacuated casualties, a third company passed through the friendly lines launching an 
assault on the adjacent village of Dinh To, only to be halted by a furious counterattack of an enemy battal-
ion. Swiftly assessing the situation and disregarding the heavy volume of enemy fire, Capt. Livingston bold-
ly maneuvered the remaining effective men of his company forward, joined forces with the heavily engaged 
marines, and halted the enemy’s counterattack. Wounded a third time and unable to walk, he steadfastly 
remained in the dangerously exposed area, deploying his men to more tenable positions and supervising the 
evacuation of casualties. Only when assured of the safety of his men did he allow himself to be evacuated. 
Capt. Livingston’s gallant actions uphold the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the U.S. Naval 
Service.

ACCREDITED TO: MCRAE, TELFAIR COUNTY, GEORGIA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: MAY 14, 1970 THE WHITE HOUSE, PRESENTED
                                                               BY PRES. RICHARD M. NIXON
BORN: JANUARY 12, 1940, TOWNS, TELFAIR COUNTY, GA, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: LIEUTENANT COLONEL (HIGHEST RANK: MAJOR GENERAL)
CONFLICT/ERA: WORLD WAR II
UNIT/COMMAND: 2D BATTALION, 8TH INFANTRY, 4TH INFANTRY DIVISION
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: NOVEMBER 20, 1944
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: HURTGEN FOREST NEAR SCHEVENHUTTE, GERMANY

George Lafayette Mabry Jr.

CITATION
He was commanding the 2d Battalion, 8th Infantry, in an attack through the Hurtgen Forest near Scheven-
hutte, Germany, on 20 November 1944. During the early phases of the assault, the leading elements of his 
battalion were halted by a minefield and immobilized by heavy hostile fire. Advancing alone into the mined 
area, Col. Mabry established a safe route of passage. He then moved ahead of the foremost scouts, person-
ally leading the attack, until confronted by a booby-trapped double concertina obstacle. With the assistance 
of the scouts, he disconnected the explosives and cut a path through the wire. Upon moving through the 
opening, he observed three enemy in foxholes whom he captured at bayonet point. Driving steadily forward 
he paced the assault against three log bunkers which housed mutually supported automatic weapons. Rac-
ing up a slope ahead of his men, he found the initial bunker deserted, then pushed on to a second where he 
was suddenly confronted by nine onrushing enemy. Using the butt of his rifle, he felled one adversary and 
bayoneted a second, before his scouts came to his aid and assisted him in overcoming the others in hand-
to-hand combat. Accompanied by the riflemen, he charged the third bunker under point-blank small-arms 
fire and led the way into the fortification from which he prodded six enemy at bayonet point. Following the 
consolidation of this area, he led his battalion across 300 yards of fire-swept terrain to seize elevated ground 
upon which he established a defensive position which menaced the enemy on both flanks, and provided his 
regiment a firm foothold on the approach to the Cologne Plain. Col. Mabry’s superlative courage, daring, 
and leadership in an operation of major importance exemplify the finest characteristics of the military ser-
vice.

ACCREDITED TO: SUMTER, SUMTER COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: AUGUST 23, 1945 THE WHITE HOUSE, PRESENTED BY
                                                               PRES. HARRY S. TRUMAN
BORN: SEPTEMBER 14, 1917, SUMTER, SUMTER COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: JULY 13, 1990, COLUMBIA, SC, UNITED STATES
BURIED: HOLY CROSS EPISCOPAL CHURCH CEMETERY (MH), STATESBORO, SC,
                 UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: SECOND LIEUTENANT (RANK AT TIME OF ACTION: STAFF SERGEANT)
CONFLICT/ERA: VIETNAM WAR
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY K, 3D BATTALION, 4TH MARINES, 3D MARINE DIVISION (REIN) FMF
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. MARINE CORPS
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: JULY 18, 1966
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: QUANG TRI PROVINCE, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

John James McGinty III

CITATION

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. 2d Lt. 
McGinty’s platoon, which was providing rear security to protect the withdrawal of the battalion from a po-
sition which had been under attack for three days, came under heavy small-arms, automatic-weapons, and 
mortar fire from an estimated enemy regiment. With each successive human wave which assaulted his 32-
man platoon during the four-hour battle, 2d Lt. McGinty rallied his men to beat off the enemy. In one bitter 
assault, two of the squads became separated from the remainder of the platoon. With complete disregard 
for his safety, 2d Lt. McGinty charged through intense automatic-weapons and mortar fire to their position. 
Finding 20 men wounded and the medical corpsman killed, he quickly reloaded ammunition magazines and 
weapons for the wounded men and directed their fire upon the enemy. Although he was painfully wounded 
as he moved to care for the disabled men, he continued to shout encouragement to his troops and to direct 
their fire so effectively that the attacking hordes were beaten off. When the enemy tried to out-flank his po-
sition, he killed five of them at point-blank range with his pistol. When they again seemed on the verge of 
overrunning the small force, he skillfully adjusted artillery and air strikes within 50 yards of his position. 
This destructive firepower routed the enemy, who left an estimated 500 bodies on the battlefield. 2d Lt. Mc-
Ginty’s personal heroism, indomitable leadership, selfless devotion to duty, and bold fighting spirit inspired 
his men to resist the repeated attacks by a fanatical enemy, reflected great credit upon himself, and upheld 
the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the U.S. Naval Service.

ACCREDITED TO: LAUREL BAY, BEAUFORT COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: MARCH 12, 1968 THE WHITE HOUSE,
                                                               PRESENTED BY PRES. LYNDON B. JOHNSON
BORN: JANUARY 21, 1940, BOSTON, SUFFOLK COUNTY, MA, UNITED STATES
DIED: JANUARY 17, 2014, BEAUFORT, SC, UNITED STATES
BURIED: BEAUFORT NATIONAL CEMETERY (MOH), BEAUFORT, SC, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: PRIVATE FIRST CLASS (HIGHEST RANK: SERGEANT)
CONFLICT/ERA: WORLD WAR II
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY M, 126TH INFANTRY, 32D INFANTRY DIVISION
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: DECEMBER 5, 1944
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: LEYTE, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS

William A. McWhorter

CITATION 

He displayed gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while engaged 
in operations against the enemy. Pfc. McWhorter, a machine gunner, was emplaced in a defensive position 
with one assistant when the enemy launched a heavy attack. Manning the gun and opening fire, he killed 
several members of an advancing demolition squad, when one of the enemy succeeded in throwing a fused 
demolition charge in the entrenchment. Without hesitation and with complete disregard for his own safety, 
Pfc. McWhorter picked up the improvised grenade and deliberately held it close to his body, bending over 
and turning away from his companion. The charge exploded, killing him instantly, but leaving his assistant 
unharmed. Pfc. McWhorter’s outstanding heroism and supreme sacrifice in shielding a comrade reflect the 
highest traditions of the military service.

ACCREDITED TO: LIBERTY, PICKINS COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: YES
BORN: DECEMBER 7, 1918, LIBERTY, PICKINS COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: DECEMBER 5, 1944, LEYTE, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS
BURIED: WEST VIEW CEMETERY (MH), LIBERTY, SC, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: COMMANDER (HIGHEST RANK: REAR ADMIRAL)
CONFLICT/ERA: MEXICAN CAMPAIGN (VERA CRUZ)
UNIT/COMMAND: U.S.S. CHESTER
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. NAVY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: APRIL 21, 1914
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: VERA CRUZ, MEXICO

William Adger Moffett

CITATION 

For distinguished conduct in battle, engagements of Vera Cruz, 21-22 April 1914. Comdr. Moffett brought 
his ship into the inner harbor during the nights of the 21st and 22d without the assistance of a pilot or navi-
gational lights, and was in a position on the morning of the 22d to use his guns at a critical time with telling 
effect. His skill in mooring his ship at night was especially noticeable. He placed her nearest to the enemy 
and did most of the firing and received most of the hits.

ACCREDITED TO: CHARLESTON, CHARLESTON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
BORN: OCTOBER 31, 1869, CHARLESTON, CHARLESTON COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: APRIL 4, 1933
BURIED: ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY (3-1655-A), ARLINGTON, VA, UNITED STATES
LOCATION OF MEDAL: NATIONAL NAVAL AVIATION MUSEUM, PENSACOLA NAVAL
                                           AIR STATION, PENSACOLA, FL



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

Charles Patrick “Chuck” Murray Jr.

CITATION
For commanding Company C, 30th Infantry, displaying supreme courage and heroic initiative near Kay-
sersberg, France on 16 December 1944, while leading a reinforced platoon into enemy territory. Descend-
ing into a valley beneath hilltop positions held by our troops, he observed a force of 200 Germans pouring 
deadly mortar, bazooka, machine-gun, and small-arms fire into an American battalion occupying the crest 
of the ridge. The enemy’s position in a sunken road, though hidden from the ridge, was open to a flank 
attack by 1st Lt. Murray’s patrol but he hesitated to commit so small a force to battle with the superior 
and strongly disposed enemy. Crawling out ahead of his troops to a vantage point, he called by radio for 
artillery fire. His shells bracketed the German force, but when he was about to correct the range his radio 
went dead. He returned to his patrol, secured grenades and a rifle to launch them, and went back to his 
self-appointed outpost. His first shots disclosed his position; the enemy directed heavy fire against him as 
he methodically fired his missiles into the narrow defile. Again he returned to his patrol. With an automatic 
rifle and ammunition, he once more moved to his exposed position. Burst after burst he fired into the ene-
my, killing 20, wounding many others, and completely disorganizing its ranks, which began to withdraw. 
He prevented the removal of three German mortars by knocking out a truck. By that time a mortar had 
been brought to his support. First Lt. Murray directed the fire of this weapon, causing further casualties 
and confusion in the German ranks. Calling on his patrol to follow, he then moved out toward his original 
objective, possession of a bridge and construction of a roadblock. He captured 10 Germans in foxholes. An 
eleventh, while pretending to surrender, threw a grenade which knocked him to the ground, inflicting eight 
wounds. Though suffering and bleeding profusely, he refused to return to the rear until he had chosen the 
spot for the block and had seen his men correctly deployed. By his singlehanded attack on an overwhelm-
ing force and by his intrepid and heroic fighting, 1st Lt. Murray stopped a counterattack, established an 
advance position against formidable odds, and provided an inspiring example for the men of his command.

ACCREDITED TO: WILMINGTON, NEW HANOVER COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: JULY 5, 1945  SALZBURG, AUSTRIA, PRESENTED BY LT. 
                                                     GEN. GEOFFREY KEYES, COMMANDING GEN. U.S. II CORPS.
BORN: SEPTEMBER 26, 1921, BALTIMORE, BALTIMORE COUNTY, MD, UNITED STATES
DIED: AUGUST 12, 2011, COLUMBIA, SC, UNITED STATES
BURIED: ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY, ARLINGTON, VA, UNITED STATES

RANK: FIRST LIEUTENANT (HIGHEST RANK: COLONEL)
CONFLICT/ERA: WORLD WAR II
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY C, 1ST BATTALION, 30TH INFANTRY, 3D INFANTRY DIVISION
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: DECEMBER 16, 1944
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: NEAR KAYSERSBERG, FRANCE



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: SERGEANT
CONFLICT/ERA: WORLD WAR II
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY A, 1ST BATTALION, 3D MARINES, 3D MARINE DIVISION
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. MARINE CORPS
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: NOVEMBER 1, 1943
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: CAPE TOROKINA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,
                                                                  SOLOMON ISLANDS

Robert Allen Owens

CITATION 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while serv-
ing with a marine division, in action against enemy Japanese forces during extremely hazardous landing 
operations at Cape Torokina, Bougainville Island, Solomon Islands, on 1 November 1943. Forced to pass 
within disastrous range of a strongly protected, well-camouflaged Japanese 75-mm regimental gun stra-
tegically located on the beach, our landing units were suffering heavy losses in casualties and boats while 
attempting to approach the beach, and the success of the operations was seriously threatened. Observing 
the ineffectiveness of marine rifle and grenade attacks against the incessant, devastating fire of the enemy 
weapon and aware of the urgent need for prompt action, Sgt. Owens unhesitatingly determined to charge 
the gun bunker from the front and, calling on four of his comrades to assist him, carefully placed them to 
cover the fire of the two adjacent hostile bunkers. Choosing a moment that provided a fair opportunity for 
passing these bunkers, he immediately charged into the mouth of the steadily firing cannon and entered the 
emplacement through the fire port, driving the guncrew out of the rear door and insuring their destruction 
before he himself was wounded. Indomitable and aggressive in the face of almost certain death, Sgt. Owens 
silenced a powerful gun which was of inestimable value to the Japanese defense and, by his brilliant initia-
tive and heroic spirit of self-sacrifice, contributed immeasurably to the success of the vital landing opera-
tions. His valiant conduct throughout reflects the highest credit upon himself and the U.S. Naval Service.

ACCREDITED TO: SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: YES
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: AUGUST 12, 1945 DRAYTON, SOUTH CAROLINA,
                                   PRESENTED BY MAJ. GEN. CLAYTON B. VOGEE TO HIS FATHER
BORN: SEPTEMBER 13, 1920, GREENVILLE, GREENVILLE COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: NOVEMBER 1, 1943, SOLOMON ISLANDS
BURIED: A.B.M.C. MANILA CEMETERY (N-12-200), MANILA, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

ALSO KNOWN AS: PAYNE, PAT
RANK: SERGEANT FIRST CLASS (HIGHEST RANK: SERGEANT MAJOR)
CONFLICT/ERA: WAR ON TERRORISM (IRAQ)
UNIT/COMMAND: COMBINED JOINT TASK FORCE - OPERATION INHERENT RESOLVE,
                                U.S. ARMY SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: OCTOBER 22, 2015
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: HAWIJA, KIRKUK PROVINCE, IRAQ

Thomas Patrick Payne

CITATION
Sergeant First Class Thomas P. Payne distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity, above and 
beyond the call of duty, on October 22, 2015, during a daring nighttime hostage rescue in Kirkuk Province, Iraq, in 
support of Operation INHERENT RESOLVE.  Sergeant Payne led a combined assault team charged with clear-
ing one of two buildings known to house the hostages.  With speed, audacity, and courage, he led his team as they 
quickly cleared the assigned building, liberating 38 hostages.  Upon hearing a request for additional assaulters to 
assist with clearing the other building, Sergeant Payne, on his own initiative, left his secured position, exposing him-
self to enemy fire as he bounded across the compound to the other building from which entrenched enemy forces 
were engaging his comrades.  Sergeant Payne climbed a ladder to the building’s roof, which was partially engulfed 
in flames, and engaged enemy fighters below with grenades and small arms fire.  He then moved back to ground 
level to engage the enemy forces through a breach hole in the west side of the building.  Knowing time was run-
ning out for the hostages trapped inside the burning building, Sergeant Payne moved to the main entrance, where 
heavy enemy fire had thwarted previous attempts to enter.  He knowingly risked his own life by bravely entering 
the building under intense enemy fire, enduring smoke, heat, and flames to identify the armored door imprisoning 
the hostages.  Upon exiting, Sergeant Payne exchanged his rifle for bolt cutters, and again entered the building, 
ignoring the enemy rounds impacting the walls around him as he cut the locks on a complex locking mechanism.  
His courageous actions motivated the coalition assault team members to enter the breach and assist with cutting 
the locks.  After exiting to catch his breath, he reentered the building to make the final lock cuts, freeing 37 hostag-
es.  Sergeant Payne then facilitated the evacuation of the hostages, even though ordered to evacuate the collapsing 
building himself, which was now structurally unsound due to the fire.  Sergeant Payne then reentered the burning 
building one last time to ensure everyone had been evacuated.  He consciously exposed himself to enemy automatic 
gunfire each time he entered the building.  His extraordinary heroism and selfless actions were key to liberating 
75 hostages during a contested rescue mission that resulted in 20 enemies killed in action.  Sergeant First Class 
Payne’s gallantry under fire and uncommon valor are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and 
reflect great credit upon himself, the United States Special Operations Command, and the United States Army.

ACCREDITED TO: SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: SEPTEMBER 11, 2020  AT THE WHITE HOUSE,
                                                               WASHINGTON, D.C., BY PRESIDENT DONALD J. TRUMP.
BORN: APRIL 2, 1984, SC, US



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: PRIVATE
CONFLICT/ERA: WORLD WAR II
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY L, 135TH INFANTRY, 34TH INFANTRY DIVISION
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: MAY 31, 1944
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: NEAR LANUVIO, ITALY

Furman L. Smith

CITATION 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. In its 
attack on a strongpoint, an infantry company was held up by intense enemy fire. The group to which Pvt. 
Smith belonged was far in the lead when attacked by a force of 80 Germans. The squad leader and one oth-
er man were seriously wounded and other members of the group withdrew to the company position, but 
Pvt. Smith refused to leave his wounded comrades. He placed them in the shelter of shell craters and then 
alone faced a strong enemy counterattack, temporarily checking it by his accurate rifle fire at close range, 
killing and wounding many of the foe. Against overwhelming odds, he stood his ground until shot down and 
killed, rifle in hand.

ACCREDITED TO: CENTRAL, PICKINS COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: YES
BORN: MAY 11, 1925, SIX MILE, PICKINS COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: MAY 31, 1944, ITALY
BURIED: PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST CHURCH CEMETERY (MH), CENTRAL, SC, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: CORPORAL
CONFLICT/ERA: WORLD WAR I
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY C, 371ST INFANTRY REGIMENT, 93D DIVISION MILITARY SERVICE 
BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: SEPTEMBER 28, 1918
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: HILL 188, CHAMPAGNE MARNE SECTOR, FRANCE

Freddie Stowers

CITATION 

Cpl. Freddie Stowers distinguished himself by exceptional heroism on 28 September 1918 while serving as 
a squad leader in Company C, 371st Infantry Regiment, 93d Infantry Division. His company was the lead 
company during the attack on Hill 188, Champagne Marne Sector, France, during World War I. A few 
minutes after the attack began, the enemy ceased firing and began climbing up onto the parapets of the 
trenches, holding up their arms as if wishing to surrender. The enemy’s actions caused the American forc-
es to cease fire and to come out into the open. As the company started forward and when within about 100 
meters of the trench line, the enemy jumped back into their trenches and greeted Cpl. Stowers’ company 
with interlocking bands of machine-gun fire and mortar fire causing well over fifty percent casualties. Faced 
with incredible enemy resistance, Cpl. Stowers took charge, setting such a courageous example of personal 
bravery and leadership that he inspired his men to follow him in the attack. With extraordinary heroism 
and complete disregard of personal danger under devastating fire, he crawled forward, leading his squad 
toward an enemy machine-gun nest which was causing heavy casualties to his company. After fierce fight-
ing, the machine-gun position was destroyed and the enemy soldiers were killed. Displaying great courage 
and intrepidity Cpl. Stowers continued to press the attack against a determined enemy. While crawling 
forward and urging his men to continue the attack on a second trench line, he was gravely wounded by ma-
chine-gun fire. Although Cpl. Stowers was mortally wounded, he pressed forward, urging on the members 
of his squad, until he died. Inspired by the heroism and display of bravery of Cpl. Stowers, his company 
continued the attack against incredible odds, contributing to the capture of Hill 188 and causing heavy en-
emy casualties. Cpl. Stowers’ conspicuous gallantry, extraordinary heroism, and supreme devotion to his 
men were well above and beyond the call of duty, follow the finest traditions of military service, and reflect 
the utmost credit on him and the United States Army.

ACCREDITED TO: ANDERSON, ANDERSON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: YES
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: APRIL 24, 1991 THE WHITE HOUSE, PRESENTED BY
                                                               PRES. GEORGE HERBERT WALKER BUSH TO HIS SISTERS
BORN: 1896, SANDY SPRINGS, ANDERSON COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: SEPTEMBER 28, 1918, CHAMPAGNE MARNE SECTOR, FRANCE
BURIED: A.B.M.C. MEUSE-ARGONNE CEMETERY (MH) (F-36-40) , MEUSE, FRANCE



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: ENSIGN (HIGHEST RANK: LIEUTENANT COMMANDER)
CONFLICT/ERA: WORLD WAR I
UNIT/COMMAND: U.S.S. CRISTABEL
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. NAVAL RESERVE FORCE
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: MAY 21, 1918
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: OFF WESTERN FRANCE

Daniel Augustus Joseph Sullivan

CITATION 

For extraordinary heroism as an officer of the U.S.S. Christabel in conflict with an enemy submarine on 21 
May 1918. As a result of the explosion of a depth bomb dropped near the submarine, the Christabel was so 
badly shaken that a number of depth charges which had been set for firing were thrown about the deck and 
there was imminent danger that they would explode. Ens. Sullivan immediately fell on the depth charges 
and succeeded in securing them, thus saving the ship from disaster, which would inevitably have caused 
great loss of life.

ACCREDITED TO: SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
BORN: JULY 31, 1884, CHARLESTON, CHARLESTON COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: JANUARY 27, 1941
BURIED: ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY (8-5327-A), ARLINGTON, VA, UNITED STATES
LOCATION OF MEDAL: SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, CLEMSON UNIVERSITY, CLEMSON, SC



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: PETTY OFFICER (HIGHEST RANK: LIEUTENANT)
CONFLICT/ERA: VIETNAM WAR
UNIT/COMMAND: NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. NAVY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: OCTOBER 31, 1972
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

Michael Edwin Thornton

CITATION 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while par-
ticipating in a daring operation against enemy forces. PO Thornton, as assistant U.S. Navy adviser, along 
with a U.S. Navy lieutenant serving as senior adviser, accompanied a three-man Vietnamese Navy SEAL 
patrol on an intelligence-gathering and prisoner capture operation against an enemy-occupied naval river 
base. Launched from a Vietnamese Navy junk in a rubber boat, the patrol reached land and was continu-
ing on foot toward its objective when it suddenly came under heavy fire from a numerically superior force. 
The patrol called in naval gunfire support and then engaged the enemy in a fierce firefight, accounting for 
many enemy casualties before moving back to the waterline to prevent encirclement. Upon learning that 
the senior adviser had been hit by enemy fire and was believed to be dead, PO Thornton returned through 
a hail of fire to the lieutenant’s last position, quickly disposed of two enemy soldiers about to overrun the 
position, and succeeded in removing the seriously wounded and unconscious Senior Naval Advisor to the 
water’s edge. He then inflated the lieutenant’s lifejacket and towed him seaward for approximately two 
hours until picked up by support craft. By his extraordinary courage and perseverance, PO Thornton was 
directly responsible for saving the life of his superior officer and enabling the safe extraction of all patrol 
members, thereby upholding the highest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service.

ACCREDITED TO: SPARTANBURG, SPARTANBURG COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: OCTOBER 15, 1973 THE WHITE HOUSE,
                                                               PRESENTED BY PRES. RICHARD M. NIXON
BORN: MARCH 23, 1949, GREENVILLE, GREENVILLE COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

ALSO KNOWN AS: NAME CHANGED TO: TRUESDALE, DONALD LEROY
RANK: CORPORAL (HIGHEST RANK: CHIEF WARRENT OFFICER 2)
CONFLICT/ERA: SECOND NICARAGUAN CAMPAIGN
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. MARINE CORPS
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: APRIL 14, 1932
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: VICINITY OF CONSTANCIA, NEAR COCO RIVER,
                                                                  NORTHERN NICARAGUA, NICARAGUA

Donald Leroy Truesdell

CITATION 

Cpl. Truesdale was second in command of a Guardia Nacional Patrol in active operations against armed 
bandit forces in the vicinity of Constancia, near Coco River, northern Nicaragua, on 24 April 1932. While 
the patrol was in formation on the trail searching for a bandit group with which contact had just previously 
been made, a rifle grenade fell from its carrier and struck a rock, igniting the detonator. Several men close 
to the grenade at the time were in danger. Cpl. Truesdale, who was several yards away, could easily have 
sought cover and safety for himself. Knowing full well the grenade would explode within two or three sec-
onds, he rushed for the grenade, grasped it in his right hand, and attempted to throw it away from the pa-
trol. The grenade exploded in his hand, blowing it off and inflicting serious multiple wounds about his body. 
Cpl. Truesdale, in taking the full shock of the explosion himself, saved the members of the patrol from loss 
of life or serious injury.

ACCREDITED TO: SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: JULY 19, 1932 NICARAGUA, PRESENTED BY
                                                               BRIG. GEN. RANDOLPH C. BERKELEY
BORN: AUGUST 8, 1906, LUGOFF, KERSHAW COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: SEPTEMBER 21, 1993, COLUMBIA, SC, UNITED STATES
BURIED: TRUESDELL FAMILY CEMETERY (MH) AMERICAN LEGION HEADQUARTERS
                (CREMAINS THERE), WASHINGTON, DC, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: CORPORAL
CONFLICT/ERA: WORLD WAR I
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY M, 118TH INFANTRY, 30TH DIVISION
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: OCTOBER 15, 1918
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: VAUX-ANDIGNY, FRANCE

John Cantey Villepigue

CITATION 

Having been sent out with two other soldiers to scout through the village of Vaux-Andigny, he met with 
strong resistance from enemy machine-gun fire, which killed one of his men and wounded the other. Con-
tinuing his advance without aid 500 yards in advance of his platoon and in the face of machine-gun and 
artillery fire, he encountered four of the enemy in a dugout, whom he attacked and killed with a hand gre-
nade. Crawling forward to a point 150 yards in advance of his first encounter, he rushed a machine-gun 
nest, killing four and capturing six of the enemy and taking two light machine guns. After being joined by 
his platoon he was severely wounded in the arm.

ACCREDITED TO: CAMDEN, KERSHAW COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: MAY 26, 1919 CAMP JACKSON, S.C., PRESENTED
                                                               BY MAJ. GEN. GEORGE W. READ
BORN: MARCH 29, 1896, CAMDEN, KERSHAW COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: APRIL 18, 1943, COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROILNA
BURIED: QUAKER CEMETERY (PM) (14-15) , CAMDEN, SC, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: CAPTAIN (HIGHEST RANK: BREVET LIEUTENANT COLONEL)
CONFLICT/ERA: U.S. CIVIL WAR
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY C, 142D NEW YORK INFANTRY
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: DECEMBER 25, 1864
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: FORT FISHER, NORTH CAROLINA, USA

William Henry Walling

CITATION

During the bombardment of the fort by the fleet, captured and brought the flag of the fort, the flagstaff 
having been shot down.

ACCREDITED TO: FOLLY ISLAND, CHARLESTON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: MARCH 28, 1892  
BORN: SEPTEMBER 3, 1830, HARTFORD, WASHINGTON COUNTY, NY, UNITED STATES
DIED: JUNE 16, 1912, POTSDAM, NY, UNITED STATES
BURIED: BAYSIDE CEMETERY, POTSDAM, NY, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: STAFF SERGEANT
CONFLICT/ERA: KOREAN WAR
UNIT/COMMAND: COMPANY I, 3D BATTALION, 7TH MARINES, 1ST MARINE DIVISION (REIN)
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. MARINE CORPS
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: OCTOBER 7, 1952
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: KOREA

Lewis George Watkins

CITATION 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while serv-
ing as a guide of a rifle platoon of Company I, in action against enemy aggressor forces during the hours of 
darkness on the morning of 7 October 1952. With his platoon assigned the mission of retaking an outpost 
which had been overrun by the enemy earlier in the night, S/Sgt. Watkins skillfully led his unit in the assault 
up the designated hill. Although painfully wounded when a well-entrenched hostile force at the crest of the 
hill engaged the platoon with intense small-arms and grenade fire, he gallantly continued to lead his men. 
Obtaining an automatic rifle from one of the wounded men, he assisted in pinning down an enemy machine 
gun holding up the assault. When an enemy grenade landed among S/Sgt. Watkins and several other ma-
rines while they were moving forward through a trench on the hill crest, he immediately pushed his com-
panions aside, placed himself in a position to shield them, and picked up the deadly missile in an attempt to 
throw it outside the trench. Mortally wounded when the grenade exploded in his hand, S/Sgt. Watkins, by 
his great personal valor in the face of almost certain death, saved the lives of several of his comrades and 
contributed materially to the success of the mission. His extraordinary heroism, inspiring leadership, and 
resolute spirit of self-sacrifice reflect the highest credit upon himself and enhance the finest traditions of the 
U.S. Naval Service. He gallantly gave his life for his country.

ACCREDITED TO: SENECA, OCONEE COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: YES
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: SEPTEMBER 9, 1953 MARINE CORPS BARRACKS,
               WASHINGTON, D.C., PRESENTED BY VICE PRES. RICHARD M. NIXON TO HIS PARENTS
BORN: JUNE 6, 1925, SENECA, OCONEE COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: OCTOBER 7, 1952, KOREA
BURIED: NATIONAL MEMORIAL CEMETERY OF THE PACIFIC (PUNCHBOWL) (WALL OF THE
                MISSING), HONOLULU, HI, UNITED STATES
LOCATION OF MEDAL: PATRIOTS HALL, OCONEE VETERANS MUSEUM, WALHALLA, SC



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: SHIPFITTER FIRST CLASS (HIGHEST RANK: LIEUTENANT)
CONFLICT/ERA: INTERIM 1899 - 1910
UNIT/COMMAND: U.S.S. TENNESSEE
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. NAVY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: JANUARY 20, 1909
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: COQUIMBO, CHILE

George Huber Wheeler

CITATION

For bravery and extraordinary heroism displayed by him during a conflagration in Coquimbo, Chile, 20 
January 1909.

ACCREDITED TO: WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: MAY 9, 1909 ON BOARD THE USS TENNESSEE
                                                               BY RA WILLIAM T. SWINBURNE
BORN: SEPTEMBER 26, 1881, CHARLESTON, CHARLESTON COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: JANUARY 20, 1957, BETHESDA, MD, UNITED STATES
BURIED: ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY (MH) (7-10040-EH), ARLINGTON, VA,
                 UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: FIRST LIEUTENANT (RANK AT TIME OF ACTION: SECOND LIEUTENANT)
CONFLICT/ERA: VIETNAM WAR
UNIT/COMMAND: DETACHMENT A, 5TH SPECIAL FORCES GROUP, 1ST SPECIAL FORCES
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. ARMY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: JUNE 9 - 10, 1965
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: DONG XOAI, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

Charles Quincy Williams

CITATION
1st Lt. Williams distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty while defending the Special Forces camp against a violent attack by hostile forces that lasted for 14 hours. 1st Lt. Williams was 
serving as executive officer of a Special Forces detachment when an estimated Viet Cong reinforced regiment struck the camp and 
threatened to overrun it and the adjacent district headquarters. He awoke personnel, organized them, determined the source of the 
insurgents’ main effort, and led the troops to their defensive positions on the south and west walls. Then, after running to the dis-
trict headquarters to establish communications, he found that there was no radio operational with which to communicate with his 
commanding officer in another compound. To reach the other compound, he traveled through darkness but was halted in this effort 
by a combination of shrapnel in his right leg and the increase of Viet Cong gunfire. Ignoring his wound, he returned to the district 
headquarters and directed the defense against the first assault. As the insurgents attempted to scale the walls and as some of the Viet-
namese defenders began to retreat, he dashed through a barrage of gunfire, succeeded in rallying these defenders, and led them back 
to their positions. Although wounded in the thigh and left leg during this gallant action, he returned to his position and, upon being 
told that communications were reestablished and that his commanding officer was seriously wounded, 1st Lt. Williams took charge 
of actions in both compounds. Then, in an attempt to reach the communications bunker, he sustained wounds in the stomach and 
right arm from grenade fragments. As the defensive position on the walls had been held for hours and casualties were mounting, he 
ordered the consolidation of the American personnel from both compounds to establish a defense in the district building. After radio 
contact was made with a friendly air controller, he disregarded his wounds and directed the defense from the district building, using 
descending flares as reference points to adjust air strikes. By his courage, he inspired his team to hold out against the insurgent force 
that was closing in on them and throwing grenades into the windows of the building. As daylight arrived and the Viet Cong contin-
ued to besiege the stronghold, firing a machine gun directly south of the district building, he was determined to eliminate this menace 
that threatened the lives of his men. Taking a 3.5 rocket launcher and a volunteer to load it, he worked his way across open terrain, 
reached the berm south of the district headquarters, and took aim at the Viet Cong machine gun 150 meters away. Although the 
sight was faulty, he succeeded in hitting the machine gun. While he and the loader were trying to return to the district headquarters, 
they were both wounded. With a fourth wound, this time in the right arm and leg, and realizing he was unable to carry his wounded 
comrade back to the district building, 1st Lt. Williams pulled him to a covered position and then made his way back to the district 
building where he sought the help of others who went out and evacuated the injured soldier. Although seriously wounded and tired, 
he continued to direct the air strikes closer to the defensive position. As morning turned to afternoon and the Viet Cong pressed their 
effort with direct recoilless-rifle fire into the building, he ordered the evacuation of the seriously wounded to the safety of the commu-
nications bunker. When informed that helicopters would attempt to land as the hostile gunfire had abated, he led his team from the 
building to the artillery position, making certain of the timely evacuation of the wounded from the communications area, and then 
on to the pickup point. Despite resurgent Viet Cong gunfire, he directed the rapid evacuation of all personnel. Throughout the long 
battle, he was undaunted by the vicious Viet Cong assault and inspired the defenders in decimating the determined insurgents. 1st 
Lt. Williams’ extraordinary heroism is in the highest traditions of the U.S. Army and reflect great credit upon himself and the Armed 
Forces of his country.

ACCREDITED TO: FORT JACKSON, RICHLAND COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: JUNE 23, 1966 THE WHITE HOUSE, PRESENTED BY
                                                               PRES. LYNDON B. JOHNSON
BORN: SEPTEMBER 17, 1933, CHARLESTON, CHARLESTON COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: OCTOBER 15, 1982, COLUMBIA, SC, UNITED STATES
BURIED: ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY (MH) (65-1471), ARLINGTON, VA, UNITED STATES



RECIPIENT, MEDAL OF HONOR,  SOUTH CAROLINA

RANK: BOATSWAIN’S MATE FIRST CLASS
CONFLICT/ERA: VIETNAM WAR
UNIT/COMMAND: RIVER PATROL BOAT 105, RIVER SECTION 531, MY THO, U.S. NAVY
MILITARY SERVICE BRANCH: U.S. NAVY
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION DATE: OCTOBER 31, 1966
MEDAL OF HONOR ACTION PLACE: MEKONG RIVER, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

James Elliott Williams

CITATION
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. PO1c. Wil-
liams was serving as boat captain and patrol officer aboard River Patrol Boat (PBR) 105 accompanied by 
another patrol boat when the patrol was suddenly taken under fire by two enemy sampans. PO1c. Williams 
immediately ordered the fire returned, killing the crew of one enemy boat and causing the other sampan to 
take refuge in a nearby river inlet. Pursuing the fleeing sampan, the U.S. patrol encountered a heavy vol-
ume of small-arms fire from enemy forces, at close-range, occupying well-concealed positions along the riv-
er bank. Maneuvering through this fire, the patrol confronted a numerically superior enemy force aboard 
two enemy junks and eight sampans augmented by heavy automatic-weapons fire from ashore. In the sav-
age battle that ensued, PO1c. Williams, with utter disregard for his safety, exposed himself to the withering 
hail of enemy fire to direct counterfire and inspire the actions of his patrol. Recognizing the overwhelming 
strength of the enemy force, PO1c. Williams deployed his patrol to await the arrival of armed helicopters. 
In the course of his movement he discovered an even larger concentration of enemy boats. Not waiting for 
the arrival of the armed helicopters, he displayed great initiative and boldly led the patrol through the in-
tense enemy fire and damaged or destroyed 50 enemy sampans and seven junks. This phase of the action 
completed, and with the arrival of the armed helicopters, PO1c. Williams directed the attack on the remain-
ing enemy force. Now virtually dark, and although PO1c. Williams was aware that his boats would become 
even better targets, he ordered the patrol boats’ search lights turned on to better illuminate the area and 
moved the patrol perilously close to shore to press the attack. Despite a waning supply of ammunition, the 
patrol successfully engaged the enemy ashore and completed the rout of the enemy force. Under the leader-
ship of PO1c. Williams who demonstrated unusual professional skill and indomitable courage throughout 
the three-hour battle, the patrol accounted for the destruction or loss of 65 enemy boats and inflicted nu-
merous casualties on the enemy personnel. His extraordinary heroism and exemplary fighting spirit in the 
face of grave risks inspired the efforts of his men to defeat a larger enemy force and are in keeping with the 
finest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service.

ACCREDITED TO: COLUMBIA, RICHLAND COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA
AWARDED POSTHUMOUSLY: NO
PRESENTATION DATE & DETAILS: MAY 14, 1968 THE PENTAGON (INNER COURTYARD), HALL
                                                             OF HEROES, PRESENTED BY PRES. LYNDON B. JOHNSON
BORN: JUNE 13, 1930, ROCK HILL, YORK COUNTY, SC, UNITED STATES
DIED: OCTOBER 12, 1999, PALM COAST, FL, UNITED STATES
BURIED: FLORENCE NATIONAL CEMETERY (MH) (F-177) , FLORENCE, SC, UNITED STATES


